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Amidst the backdrop of relatively underdeveloped professional networks among
universities in Japan compared to their international counterparts, three experts in
international education discussed the crucial task of rebuilding the network of
professionals in this field.

Mr. Yokoyama, known for providing exchange programs for international students and
athletes, started with the phrase “Everyone has a story.” He emphasized that networking
is not just about connecting people, but about the chemical reaction of each person's story,
resulting in radiant synergies.

On the other hand, Mr. Kondo, based on his experience in recruiting international students
for universities, expressed concerns about the growing specialization in each field leading
to division. To make international education more relevant to universities, he highlighted
the need to build cross-disciplinary networks and foster diversity, equity, and inclusion
within these connections.

During the Q&A session, facilitator Ms. Horie led a discussion on primary and secondary
international education, educational imbalances caused by economic disparity, and the
purpose of specialization in international education.

The professional networks are expected to develop more diverse and creative
international education, as individuals with different perspectives and expertise
collaborate harmoniously.



